PRAYER WITH THE LORD’S PRAYER (sins, sinned)

Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen.
HYMN -      “I Lay My Sins on Jesus”            Page 340  

BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE –      “Softly and Tenderly”

There are NO Community Lenten services this year.

GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE: Good Friday Service will be held at Valleys on April 15 at 12:00Noon -   In-person and online. Pastor Gail Boyer of Faith United Methodist Church will be the  speaker.
EASTER SUNRISE SERVICE APRIL 17th will be held at Camp Hebron at 6:30AM at Breezewood (park near Breezewood dining hall for service). Halifax United Methodist will serve breakfast at Breezewood Inn dining hall after the service.  Speaker will be announced.
EASTER SERVICE AT VALLEYS will be held at 10:15AM - In-person and online - Holy Communion will be served in the pews (please have bread and grape juice ready if you are viewing online).
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PRELUDE –              “Jesus I Come”                 

GATHERING


In silence

GREETING (responsively)                 Pastor
Leader:
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.


People:
And also with you.

Leader:
Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless God’s holy name.

People:
Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all God’s benefits,

Leader:
who forgives all your sins and heals all your infirmities,

People:
who redeems your life from the grave, and crowns you with mercy.

PRAYER

HYMN - “Come, Ye Sinners, Poor and Needy”  Page 334

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON             Marie Herb
Joel 2:1-2, 12-17 See Insert             
EPISTLE LESSON                                Norine Goss

 2 Corinthians 5:20-6:10  See Insert
RESPONSE


Leader:
Cry, and God will answer.

People:
Call, and the Lord will say, “I am here.”

Leader:
If you do away with the yoke, the clenched fist, the wicked word; if you give your bread to the hungry, and relief to the oppressed.

People:
Call, and the Lord will say, “I am here.” 

Leader:
Your light will rise in the darkness and your shadows will become like the noon. The Lord will always guide you, giving you relief in desert places.

People:
Cry, and God will answer. Call, and the Lord will say, “I am here.”

GOSPEL LESSON
  
                 Pastor  

Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21     See Insert
MEDITATION



        Pastor
Observance of a Holy Lent

THANKSGIVING AND IMPOSITION OF ASHES

PSALM LESSON
 (Responsive Reading)  Pastor      
Psalm 51:1-17     See Insert
     PSALM LESSON (Responsively) - Psalm 51:1-17 
1 Have mercy on me, O God, because of your unfailing love.
    Because of your great compassion, blot out the stain 
    of my sins.
2 Wash me clean from my guilt. Purify me from my sin.
      3 For I recognize my rebellion; it haunts me day and    night.
4 Against you, and you alone, have I sinned; I have done what is evil in your sight.
You will be proved right in what you say, and your judgment against me is just
5 For I was born a sinner—yes, from the moment my mother conceived me.
6 But you desire honesty from the womb, teaching me wisdom even there.
7 Purify me from my sins, and I will be clean; 

    wash me, and I will be whiter than snow.
8 Oh, give me back my joy again; you have broken me—
    now let me rejoice.
9 Don’t keep looking at my sins. Remove the stain of my guilt.
10 Create in me a clean heart, O God. Renew a loyal spirit within me.
11 Do not banish me from your presence, 
    and don’t take your Holy Spirit from me.
12 Restore to me the joy of your salvation,

    and make me willing to obey you.
13 Then I will teach your ways to rebels, 
   and they will return to you.
14 Forgive me for shedding blood, O God who saves;
   then I will joyfully sing of your forgiveness.
15 Unseal my lips, O Lord, that my mouth may praise you.
    16 You do not desire a sacrifice, or I would offer one.
You do not want a burnt offering.
    17 The sacrifice you desire is a broken spirit.
                   1st SCRIPTURE READING -

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON - Joel 2:1-2, 12-17

2 Sound the trumpet in Jerusalem! Raise the alarm on my holy mountain! Let everyone tremble in fear because the day of the Lord is upon us. 2 It is a day of darkness and gloom, a day of thick clouds and deep blackness. Suddenly, like dawn spreading across the mountains, a great and mighty army appears. Nothing like it has been seen before or will ever be seen again. 

12 That is why the Lord says, “Turn to me now, while there is time. Give me your hearts.  Come with fasting, weeping, and mourning. 13 Don’t tear your clothing in your grief, but tear your hearts instead.” Return to the Lord your God, for he is merciful and compassionate, slow to get angry and filled with unfailing love. He is eager to relent and not punish. 14 Who knows? Perhaps he will give you a reprieve, sending you a blessing instead of this curse. Perhaps you will be able to offer grain and wine to the Lord your God as before. 15 Blow the ram’s horn in Jerusalem! Announce a time of fasting; call the people together for a solemn meeting. 16 Gather all the people—the elders, the children, and even the babies. Call the bride-groom from his quarters and the bride from her private room. 17 Let the priests, who minister in the Lord’s presence, stand and weep between the entry room to the Temple and the altar. Let them pray, “Spare your people, Lord! Don’t let your special possession become an object of mockery. Don’t let them become a joke for unbelieving foreigners who say, ‘Has the God of Israel left them?’”
              2nd SCRIPTURE READING -

EPISTLE LESSON - 2 Corinthians 5:20-6:10

20 So we are Christ’s ambassadors; God is making his appeal through us. We speak for Christ when we plead, “Come back to God!” 21 For God made Christ, who never sinned, to be the offering for our sin, so that we could be made right with God through Christ. 
6 As God’s partners, we beg you not to accept this marvelous gift of God’s kindness and then ignore it. 2 For God says, “At just the right time, I heard you. On the day of salvation, I helped you.” Indeed, the “right time” is now. Today is the day of salvation. 3 We live in such a way that no one will stumble because of us, and no one will find fault with our ministry. 4 In everything we do, we show that we are true ministers of God. We patiently endure troubles and hardships and calamities of every kind. 5 We have been beaten, been put in prison, faced angry mobs, worked to exhaustion, endured sleepless nights, and gone without food. 6 We prove ourselves by our purity, our understanding, our patience, our kindness, by the Holy Spirit within us, and by our sincere love. 7 We faithfully preach the truth. God’s power is working in us. We use the weapons of righteousness in the right hand for attack and the left hand for defense. 8 We serve God whether people honor us or despise us, whether they slander us or praise us. We are honest, but they call us impostors. 9 We are ignored, even though we are well known. We live close to death, but we are still alive. We have been beaten, but we have not been killed. 10 Our hearts ache, but we always have joy. We are poor, but we give spiritual riches to others. We own nothing, and yet we have everything.
                3rd SCRIPTURE READING -
GOSPEL LESSON - Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21

6 “Watch out! Don’t do your good deeds publicly, to be admired by others, for you will lose the reward from your Father in heaven. 2 When you give to someone in need, don’t do as the hypocrites do—blowing trumpets in the synagogues and streets to call attention to their acts of charity! I tell you the truth, they have received all the reward they will ever get. 3 But when you give to someone in need, don’t let your left hand know what your right hand is doing. 4 Give your gifts in private, and your Father, who sees everything, will reward you. 5 “When you pray, don’t be like the hypocrites who love to pray publicly on street corners and in the synagogues where everyone can see them. I tell you the truth, that is all the reward they will ever get. 6 But when you pray, go away by yourself, shut the door behind you, and pray to your Father in private. Then your Father, who sees everything, will reward you. 16 “And when you fast, don’t make it obvious, as the hypocrites do, for they try to look miserable and disheveled so people will admire them for their fasting. I tell you the truth, that is the only reward they will ever get. 17 But when you fast, comb your hair and wash your face. 18 Then no one will notice that you are fasting, except your Father, who knows what you do in private. And your Father, who sees everything, will reward you. 19 “Don’t store up treasures here on earth, where moths eat them and rust destroys them, and where thieves break in and steal. 20 Store your treasures in heaven, where moths and rust cannot destroy, and thieves do not break in and steal. 21 Wherever your treasure is, there the desires of your heart will also be.
